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CHILDHOOD Cancer Research Cycling Fundraiser finishes in nashville

ATLANTA, GA – September 4, 2006 – Cycling 5000 miles this summer, two recent Vanderbilt graduates on a journey to raise funds for childhood cancer research are making their grand finale in Nashville September 9.  The initiative, benefiting Atlanta-based Rally Foundation, is a grassroots campaign called Rally Across America that traveled through much of the eastern United States, raising over $115,000 and began in Atlanta on June 1. 

While most college graduates are looking to take that first step on the corporate ladder, Austin Bauman, 22, and Tom Reardon, 22, took on a three month challenge to raise funds and awareness for the Rally Foundation and childhood cancer research.  The need for adventure and the desire to make a difference are two of the driving forces for a team of volunteers, mostly students, from across the country that are promoting and making the tour possible.

 “When you see the faces of these kids, you can’t help but want to do something,” said Bauman.  “I’m not a professional cyclist, but I’m doing this for them.  If they can fight cancer, I can bike 5,000 miles.  I’m hoping that cyclists and communities everywhere will look at what we are doing and donate a penny per mile.” By meeting friendly faces along the road who put them up for a night, and being trailed by their own documentary crew, this group of young adults have already raised over $115,000 for childhood cancer research. 

The cyclists will also be hosting a bike ride open to the public on Saturday, September 9 at 9am beginning at the Parthenon in Centennial Park followed by their final fundraiser at the Outback Steakhouse on West End Avenue from 11am to 1pm. 

“We believe that the grassroots are the key to funding the research needed to develop better treatments and cures for childhood cancer,” said Dean Crowe, founder and president of the Rally Foundation.  “It is imperative that communities come together to eliminate the number one disease killer among children ages 0 to 20.”

The Rally Foundation donates 100 percent of its proceeds to Children’s Oncology Group (COG) hospitals nationwide and is backed by Aflac, Wrigley’s Big League Chew and Leader Enterprises.  Rally Across America has become a primary fundraising initiative for the Foundation and has garnered its own support from hometown shop Roswell Bicycles, national conglomerates Outback Steakhouse and Vineyard Vines, and local Gwinnett Place Ford.
For more information about the Rally Foundation or the Rally Across America tour, visit www.RallyAcrossAmerica.org. 
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About The Rally Foundation
Rally Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that raises funds for childhood cancer research.  Childhood cancer is the number one disease killer of kids ages 0-20.  Every day 46 children, or two classrooms of students, are diagnosed with cancer.  Childhood cancer is different than adult cancer and requires different research and treatments. Childhood cancer research is under-funded by as much as $30 million each year. Rally Foundation believes that through grassroots initiatives, families and communities can raise the funds needed for research that will provide better treatments, fewer long-term side effects and ultimately a cure. The Rally Foundation donates 100 percent of its net proceeds to support all phases of childhood cancer research from science at the bench to clinical trial phases I, II and III.  Visit www.rallyfoundation.org for more information.
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